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Introduction

■ H Miller and Co was founded in 1869, in 
Birmingham

■ Henry Miller was a plumber from Lubeck in 
Germany. He emigrated to the UK and 
worked as a tin plate worker, initially 
making lamps for carriages, before moving 
into the bicycle lamp business

■ Two of the company’s early successes 
were the Bell Rock, an oil lamp, which was 
sold all over Europe in the 1890s, and the 
Cetolyte, an Actlyene Gas Lamp, which 
was the stand out product in 1899. 

■ The company’s initial premises were in a 
lane that became known as Miller Street, 
in Aston, Birmingham. By the end of the 
19th Century the firm also had a factory in 
Whitehouse Street

■ The business was moved to it’s Aston 
Brook Street site in 1919 and an additional 
factory was opened in Lanarkshire on the 
Newhouse Industrial Estate in 1949. In 
1964 a factory was opened in India. The 
Aston Brook Street building was bombed 
in 1941

■ The company went public in 1898, but the 
Miller Family owned over 80% of the equity 

■ In 1977 the business was sold to 
Dartmouth Investments, and subsequently 
dissolved in 1994



The Miller Family
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■ Born in Lübeck, Germany in 1826

■ Received certificate of honourable 
discharge first class from the German 
army in 1851. 

■ Emigrated to the UK and changed his 
name to Henry Miller

■ Reputedly worked as a tinsmith and lived 
on a barge in Wolverhampton

■ Founded H Miller & Co in 1869, aged 43, 
and moved into the bicycle lamp and 
accessory business

■ 5 Daughters and 4 sons (Helen, Christina, 
Ada, Clara, Albert, Frederick, Ernest, 
Florence, Henry)

G1 Heinrich Möller, Managing Director
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Captains of Industry
Mr. ALBERT MILLER
-

One of the most flourishing 
businesses in the trade is 
that of Messrs. H. Miller and 
Sons, of Miller  St., 
Birmingham, over whose 
destinies the brothers Albert 
and Fred have presided for 
many years. In all the years 
of prosperity and slump the 
firm of Miller has steadfastly 
adhered to the principle that 
quality must tell in the end, 
and the success of their 
manufactures is proof 
positive of the high value of 
that policy. Mr. Albert Miller, 
whose portrait we give, has 
control of the works in Miller 
Street, while Mr. Fred Miller 
is in charge of the sales. 

Courtesy of Grace’s Guide

G2 Mr Fred and Mr Albert

Charles Albert (Albert) Miller (GG), Managing Director
Born in Birmingham in 1864

Frederick (Fred) Miller, Director
Born in Birmingham in 1866
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G3 Mr Maurice and Mr Gordon

Maurice Miller, Managing Director
Born in Birmingham in 1894

(right)

Gordon Miller, Director
Born in Birmingham in 1900

Facing right, with 
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, (below)
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Michael (Mick) Miller 
Born in Birmingham in 1930

Michael Miller (4th from right), 

Gordon Miller (3rd from right), 

Anthony Eden, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom from 1955 to 

1957 (2nd from right).

G4 Mr Michael



The Miller Factories
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The Factories in 1896
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Aston Brook St Factory in 1924
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Aston Brook St Factory in 1938



Miller Products
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1890 – The Bell Rock

The Bell Rock was an early commercial success for Miller’s, and 
was a leading lamp in the 1890s, selling across Europe 
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The Bell Rock Lighthouse, off the coast of Angus, 
Scotland, is the world's oldest surviving sea-washed lighthouse. 
It was built between 1807 and 1810 by Robert Stevenson. 

Built on a rock 11 miles from the coast, which is flooded twice a 
day by 16 feet of water, the lighthouse 35 metres tall, with a 
light that is visible from 56 km inland

It has rightly been described as one of Seven Wonders of the 
Industrial World, and was an inspiration to the team at Miller’s 
who wove the image into their marketing and manufacture. 

The Bell Rock Lighthouse
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Cetolite (Acetylene Gas) Bell Rock (Oil)

Bolalite (Oil) Lito (Oil) 

Mito (Oil) Jupiter (Oil) 

Lamps - 1898
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Accessories - 1898



H Miller & Co  Page 17

Development of the product range

■ 1869 to 1903

 Oil and later Gas (Acetylene) lamps for bicycles

 Accessories

■ Wicks and oil, Acetylene cartridges, Bells, tools, bags, locks, 
whistles, horns, cleaning products, pumps

■ 1903

 “After thirty years of experience we have come to the conclusion 
that the manufacture of lamps for cycles, and kindred purposes, is 
an art by itself, and ought not to be mixed up with the manufacture 
of other goods.” Miller Trade catalogue 1903

 Lights, bulbs, batteries, generators and later dynamos for bicycles, 
motorcycles and cars

■ 1914-1919 Under government control 

■ 1920s and 1930s

 Continue to manufacture bicycle lights, and add lights  for 
motorcycles and car

 “It was therefore quite a natural evolution that we should apply the 
knowledge we had gained through that experience to the design and 
manufacture of lamps for the motor vehicle” Miller Trade catalogue 
1926

■ 1939 – 1945 Under government control

■ Post WWII - Focus on cycle dynamos
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Battery Lamps

Batteries BulbsBells

Reflectors Oil and Gas Lamps

Dynamos

Product Mix in 1940
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Product Mix in 1960s and 1970s

Images © Alice the Camera 2016



H Miller & Co 
Marketing and Distribution
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1884

“Mr Miller begs to inform the public that his new 
Monarch Safety Lamp and list for 1885 will be ready 
the 1st of January”
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1905 - 1961

August 1905 July 1936

November 1955 1961
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1961
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1938 Worldwide Distribution



Objects from 
the Miller archive
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A Miller oil powered commercial vehicle lamp, 
manufactured in the 1920s and 1930s
Image © Alice the Camera 2016



H Miller & Co  Page 27

A 1942 version Miller bicycle light, with blackout 
visor
Image © Alice the Camera 2016
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A Miller light for the General Post Office (GPO)
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A Miller electric lamp with visor, and red and white 
light. Early 1940s, WWII manufacture
Image © Alice the Camera 2016




